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Monday, March 2nd , 2026 7:00 PM 

March Meeting   

Refreshments: 7:00 PM Announcements : 7:30 Program: 7:45 

Maturango Museum 
Meetings and programs are open to the public, and are held at Maturango Museum on 
the first Monday of every month (or the following Monday for holidays). 

 

Keith will do a back to basics on the Planisphere.  Using a nice 

example of one, he will demonstrate how to use it and the amount 

of information that it presents. 

http://maturango.org/
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Hello! 

  

I'm one of the astronomy rangers at Joshua Tree National Park who has organized a weekly astronomy event at 

Sky's The Limit Observatory in Twentynine Palms, every Friday night through the second week of May. The 

program lasts two hours, beginning with a ranger astronomy talk, followed by 1.5 hours of telescope viewing, 

a constellation tour, and other astronomy activities.  

  

We're looking for volunteer astronomers who may be interested in setting up and running telescopes or other 

night sky activities at any of our Friday night programs. Would you be able to pass the word along to your 

members? We already have a schedule of about 3-4 telescope volunteers that come weekly, but we're seeing 

numbers of around 250 visitors now that we're in our busy season, so we're hoping to get a few more people in 

whichever dates are possible. We'd love any help we can get even if there are members that would only like 

to volunteer for one program! 

Simone 

Home - Sky's The Limit  

https://skysthelimit29.org/
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A Planetary System that breaks the rules 

An exoplanet system’s unexpected arrangement might change how we think about planet formation.  
Source: Sky & Telescope 

Astronomers have identified a four-planet system 

around a low-mass M-dwarf star. The unusual order-

ing of rocky and gas-rich planets complicates our stan-

dard picture of planetary formation. 

In most planetary systems, terrestrial worlds orbit 

closest to their star, while planets with extended gase-

ous envelopes lie farther out. But around LHS 1903, a 

red dwarf 116 light-years from Earth, its outermost 

planet is rocky, with a radius 1.7 times that of Earth 

and almost six times as massive, even though two in-

ner neighbors retain extended atmospheres. 

In a new study published in Science, researchers led 

by Thomas Wilson (now at University of Warwick, 

UK) combined observations with simulations to deter-

mine whether the outermost planet, LHS 1903 e, could 

have migrated from other parts of the system or lost its 

atmosphere in later stages of its evolution. But after 

considering a range of scenarios, researchers argue 

that the planet most likely formed as a terrestrial 

world, accreting in a gas-depleted environment to be-

gin with. Scientists first became interested in the sys-

tem when NASA’s Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satel-

lite (TESS) revealed the first three planets. “We were 

excited by the initial detection,” Wilson says. Multi-

planet systems offer a rare opportunity to compare 

worlds that formed from the same protoplanetary disk.  

Then follow-up observations with the European Space 

Agency’s Characterising Exoplanet Satellite 

(CHEOPS) and ground-based telescopes uncovered a 

fourth object and refined all of the planets’ sizes and 

masses. These data showed that the outermost world, 

LHS 1903e is dense and gas-poor — even though it’s 

farthest out from its star. That puts the planet in an 

awkward position.  

 

A VALLEY BETWEEN TWO WORLDS 

 
Over the past decades, astronomers have found that 

small exoplanets tend to cluster into two groups. 

Dense, rocky worlds similar in size and composition 

to Earth are usually found closer to the star, while lar-

ger planets wrapped in thick envelopes of gas, often 

compared to Neptune, orbit at a greater distance. Plan-

ets between Earth and Neptune in size are amongst the 

most common worlds in the galaxy, yet within that 

dominant population lies a subtle dip in occurrence, 

for planets just less than twice the Earth’s radius. The 

phenomenon is known as the “radius valley.”  Many 

astronomers attribute this gap and ordering to atmos-

pheric escape, in which intense stellar radiation strips 

gas from closer planets, while more distant worlds re-

tain their gaseous envelopes.  

Continue reading: A Planetary System That Breaks the Rules 

- Sky & Telescope  

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adl2348
https://skyandtelescope.org/astronomy-news/a-planetary-system-that-breaks-the-rules/
https://skyandtelescope.org/astronomy-news/a-planetary-system-that-breaks-the-rules/
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China Lake Astronomical Society 

Membership or Renewal 2025 

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:______________________________Email:________________________________________________ 

 

Yearly Membership $ 25  (due in January)    Family $ 40  Youth  18 & under $ 10.   

Checks or Money Orders accepted ____________________ 

 

Contact Roger Brower 760-446-0454 (email brower@iwvisp.com) 

Make Checks or Money Orders Payable to China Lake Astronomical Society.(CLAS) 

 

 Roger Brower, Treasurer  

China Lake Astronomical Society 

P.O. Box 1783 

 Ridgecrest, CA 93556. 

 

   Brown Road Star Party Location 

Dark Sky star parties are held on BLM land off Brown Road (Old 

Hwy 395) south of Ridgecrest. 

The dirt road should not be a problem for cars. 

From the intersection of China Lake Blvd and Hwy 395, cross 

395 to Brown Rd and continue 2.3 mi. 

Look for an orange cone and turn here to the left. 

Follow this dirt road 0.4 mi. to the star party location. 

NOTE: After dark, please avoid using car bright headlights. 

At the location, use a red flashlight or other dim light pointed 

down. 

mailto:brower@iwvisp.com
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Messier Marathon 2026 
In the year 2026, New Moon will occur on Thursday, March 19, 2026. Consequently, the best date 

and primary weekend for the Messier Marathon 2026 will be on March 21/22, 2026, with a secon-

dary occasion being a week earlier, on March 14/15, 2026 (see the Messier Marathon Dates). Ac-

cording to Tom Polakis' investigation, on the first occasion, attempting a full score of 110 could be 

possible between 7 deg and 35 deg Northern Latitude, while on the secondary, earlier occasion, it 

will be possible between 8 deg and 29 deg North. For both dates, the northern limit comes from 

M30, while for the primary (second) date the southern limit is due to M110, and for the earlier sec-

ondary date to M52. 
Messier Marathon Search Sequence List 

New insights into potential for life in Jovian system 
February 23, 2026 — Southwest Research Institute was part of an international team that demonstrate how 

complex organic molecules (COMs), key chemical precursors to life, could have been incorporated into Jupi-

ter’s Galilean moons during their formation. The team’s findings have resulted in complementary studies pub-

lished in The Planetary Science Journal and Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society, offering new 

insights into the potential for life in the Jovian system. 

Carbon-rich compounds containing oxygen, nitrogen and other elements are necessary for living matter to 

form. Laboratory experiments have shown that COMs can form when icy grains containing methanol or mix-

tures of carbon dioxide and ammonia are exposed to either ultraviolet radiation or moderate heating under con-

ditions found in protoplanetary disks. These disks of gas and dust surround newly formed stars that eventually 

form planets.  

For further reading source: SwRI, collaborators offer new insights into potential for life in Jovian system | Southwest Research 

Institute  

 Have you ever seen the Zodical Light? Zodiacal light seen from Paranal | ESO 

Zodiacal light on spring evenings 

We’re entering the best time of year to see the zodia-
cal light – or false dusk – in a dark evening sky. This 
eerie cone of light can be found in the west, just as 
evening twilight draws to a close. Or, if you’re in the 
Southern Hemisphere, look for it in the coming months 
in the east, before twilight begins at dawn. The light is 
easiest to see (for all of Earth) around the equinoxes. 
So watch for it now through May whenever you’ve got 
a moon-free sky. 

The zodiacal light looks like a hazy pyramid of light, 
extending up from your horizon. 
Source: Zodiacal light: A mysterious glow you can see  

http://www.messier.seds.org/xtra/marathon/mm-dates.html
http://www.messier.seds.org/xtra/marathon/mm-win.html
http://www.messier.seds.org/xtra/marathon/marath1.html
https://www.swri.org/newsroom/press-releases/swri-collaborators-offer-new-insights-potential-life-jovian-system
https://www.swri.org/newsroom/press-releases/swri-collaborators-offer-new-insights-potential-life-jovian-system
https://www.eso.org/public/images/zodiacal-light/
http://earthsky.org/stargazing
https://earthsky.org/earth/twilight-2
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/everything-you-need-to-know-vernal-or-spring-equinox
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/zodiacal-light-false-dusk-how-to-see-explanation/
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Total Lunar Eclipse of March 03rd, 2026 

A rare total lunar eclipse will be visible from most of the 

United States on March 3. Here's where and when to look. 

Skywatchers across western North America will have the chance 

to witness a total lunar eclipse, often dubbed a "blood moon," in 

the early morning hours of March 3. 

A total lunar eclipse happens when 

the full moon — in this case, March's full 

"Worm Moon" — passes through Earth's 

shadow in space. As it does so, it appears 

red, as it's lit only by sunlight filtered 

through Earth's atmosphere. That "blood 

moon" moment, called totality, will last 

58 minutes, but the entire event is much 

longer. The more subtle penumbral phase 

(when the moon enters Earth's outer pen-

umbral shadow) and partial phase (when 

it begins to move into the dark umbral 

shadow) will unfold over 5 hours, 39 

minutes, according to Time and Date, 

which estimates that 176 million people 

will be able to see all phases of the 

eclipse, though clouds may impede the 

view. In North America, those located west 

of the Mississippi River will catch the whole 

show, while observers farther east — includ-

ing those in cities like New York, Boston and 

Toronto — will see the moon setting during 

totality. Early risers along the West Coast 

and in Hawaii will have a good chance of 

viewing the entire sequence high in the sky. 

Clear skies will be essential, making the U.S. 

Southwest and northwest Mexico the places 

most likely to see the full event.  

https://www.livescience.com/what-is-a-lunar-eclipse
https://www.livescience.com/space/the-moon/full-moons-of-2026-when-to-see-all-13-moons-including-a-blue-moon-and-a-blood-moon-rise-next-year
https://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/lunar/2026-march-3
https://www.livescience.com/space/astronomy/the-moon
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March 3rd Lunar Eclipse as visible from Ridgecrest 3:37 A.M. PST 
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Venus & Saturn as visible from Ridgecrest  just after sunset on March 7th, 
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 MARCH DAILY CELESTIAL CALENDAR  
  

2          The Moon passes 0.4 deg north of Regulas, 5 A.M. PST 

 

2 Asteroid Pallas is in conjunction with the Sun, 7 A.M. PST  

   

3          Full Moon occurs at 3:38 A.M. PST  

 

7          Mercury is at inferior conjunction, 3 A.M. PST 

 

10        The Moon passes 0.7 deg south of Antares, 5 A.M. PST  

 

10         The Moon is at apogee (251,273miles from Earth), 6:43 A.M. PST 

 

10         Jupiter is stationary, 8 P.M. PST 

 

11  Last Quarter Moon occurs at 2:39 A.M. PST 

 

17 The Moon passes 2.0 deg south of Mercury 7:00 A.M. PST  

17 The Moon passes 1.5 deg north of Mars, 3 P.M. PST 

18        New Moon occurs at 6:23 P.M. PST  

19        Mercury is stationary 1 P.M. PST 

20       The Moon passes 5 deg north of  Venus, 6 A.M. PST 

20       Vernal Equinox occurs at 7:46 A.M. PST 

21       Asteroid Massalia is at opposition, 8 A.M. PST 

22       Neptune is in conjunction with the Sun 4 A.M. PST 

22       The Moon is at perigee (227,954 miles from the Earth), 4:40 A.M. PST 

23       The passes 5 deg north of Uranus, 1 A.M. PST 

25       Saturn is in conjunction with the Sun, 2 A.M. PST 

25      First Quarter Moon occurs occurs at 12:18 P.M. PST 

26      Mars is at perihelion (128 million miles from the Sun), 12:00 A.M. PST 

26      The Moon passes 4 deg north of Jupiter, 5 A.M. PST 

29       The Moon passes 0.3 deg north of Regulas, 1 P.M. PST    

 



  

Monthly Skywatchers Newsletter. 

Our newsletter is sent by email once a month to those who have subscribed. You do not have to be a 

member. Subscribe at a meeting or online at ChinaLakeAstro.org/subscribe 

 

Annual Membership Dues 

 Individual $25.00 per year.  

 Family $ 40 

 Youth 18 & under  $10 

 Officers 

PRESIDENT – Ralph Paonessa  

 

VICE-PRESIDENT – Keith Weisz  

 

SECRETARY – Vacant 

 

TREASURER – Roger Brower  
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR – Ted Hodgkinson   ghodkinson@sbcglobal.net  

Club Information 

Meetings of the China Lake Astronomical Society are held at the Maturango Museum 7:00 P.M.  

on the first Monday evening of each month, except when the first Monday is a holiday.  

 

WESTERN AMATEUR ASTRONOMERS WEB SITE http://www.waastro.org/ 

 

C l u b  I n f o r m a t i o n  
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 March 18th, 2026 

 April 17th, 2026 

 May 16th, 2026 

 June 14th, 2026 

 July 14th, 2026 

 August 12th, 2026 

 September 10th, 2026 

 October 10th, 2026 

 Nov 08th, 2026 

 Dec 08th, 2026 
  

2026 New Moons Star Parties for Red Rock Ricardo Station 

March 21, 2026 

April 18th, 2026 

May 16th, 2026 

June 13th, 2026 

Sept 12th, 2026 (Tentative) 

Oct 10th, 2026 (Tentative) 

Nov 12th, 2026 (Tentative) 

Brown Road Star Parties 

Maturango Museum  

Quarter Moon Star Party at Maturango -  

February 28th 6:30 P.M. 

Transit of Jupiter's moon and the Great Red Spot!  

March 28th 7:30 P.M. 

Europa Emerges from benind Saturn 

http://www.waa.av.org/

